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The SETTLEMENT of the Weſtminſter Contributionſbip 
for Inſuring Houſes and Buildings from Loſs by 
FIRE; including the Adaitions and Alterations made 

by the Members at their General Meetings. 


and Intereſt in the Office, and his Inturance thall be void. Art. 2. 


TWO General Meetings of the Contributors ſhall be held at the ſaid Office in every Year, 
viz. on the ſecond Thurſday in April and October, or within ten Days after; or oftener, if the 
Direfors, or other Contributors inſuring Ten Thouſand Pounds, ſhall find juſt Occaſion ; 
| whereof Fourteen Days Notice muſt be given in the Gazette: and all ſuch Meetings to be- 
gin at Three in the Afternoon, and continue till the Buſineſs is diſpatched : Art. 3 and g. 


ANY General Mecting hath Power of waking Bye-Laws for the better Managing and 


Governing the Affairs of the Society; which Bye-Laws are to be confirmed by a ſecond 
General Meeting : Art. 6. 85 2 | | 


NO General Meeting ſhall conſiſt of leſs than Thirty Members, Five of whom to be 
Directors: Art. 7. | 155 5 | 


__ EIGHTEEN Directors ſhall be annually choſen at the General Meeting in October; 

Nine of whom to be out of the DireZors of the preceding Year, who have not continued in 
their Office two Years ſucceſſively ; and the other Nine to be out of the Qualified Contribu- 
tors: Art. 4 and g. General Meeting gth April 1730, | 


NO Perſon ſhall be capable of being choſen a Director unleſs he has been inſured in 


the Office two Years for One Thouſand Pounds at the leaſt —Perſons ſerving the Office 
in their Profeſſions or Trades, or. being indebted thereto, ſhall not be choſen Directors: 
Art. 8. General Meeting 18th October 1753, and 16th April 1761. 


NO Director ſhall be capable of ſerving more than Two Years ſucceſſively, and ſuch 


Members as have ſerved Two Years ſucceſſively, ſhall not be choſen Directors till the End of 
Seven Years after their having ſo ſerved: Art. 9. General Meeting, 19th April 1759. 


THE Direfors ſhall have the managing of all the Affairs of the Offce, and ſhall always 
chooſe a Chairman out of their own Number, to be Chairman at the General Meetings, who, in 


caſe of equal Votes, is to have a caſting Vote: Art. 4. | THE 
» e 9 


convenient Houſe or Place ſhall be taken for an Office (which Office is | 
I now in Bedford-ſtreet, Covent-Garden) within the Liberty of Weſtminſter ; 
from which Liberty, neither the Directors, nor any General Meeting ſhall 


SET a Fo have Power to remove it: And whatever Member ſhall, at any General 
< En Meeting, offer to move for ſuch Removal, or give his Conſent thereto, 
8 N N | ſuch Member ſhall forfeit to the Contributionſbip his whole Depoſit-Money, 


General Meetings appointed. 


Power of General Meetings. 


Not leſs than thirty Mem- 


bers, 


Choice of Dire&ors, 


Qualification of Directors. 


Duty and Power of Di- 


rectors. 
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Weekly Meetings and 
Allowance to Director:. 


Diſpatch of Buſineſs by 
Dir eaors. 


Lending of Money, 


Damages to be viewed and 
valued by the Director, 


neareſt thereto. 


Three Directors to execute 
all Polic es. 


Director: lawful Acts to 
bind every Member. 
Directors indemnißed. | 
And to deliver up all Mo- 


neys, &c, to ſucceeding 
Directors. 


No 1 Council, Oc. 


Choice of Officers and their 


Salaries. 


Watermen, © 


Aber their Duty and | 
Allowance, | 


Their Qualification, 


Non-Attendance: . 


Limits of Inſurance, 


. 
THE Dire&ors ſhall meet Weekly, on Thurſdays, between Three and Scven, to attend 
the Buſineſs of the Society; and have Twenty Shillings per Week divided equaily among 


| ſuch as ſhall attend the Buſineſs of the Office; which nee ſhall not be augtmented or 


leſſened either by the Directors or any General Meeting: Art. 10. 


FIVE, or more of the Directors may diſpatch all Buſineſs, except the lending out Mo- 
nies, purchaſing Annuities or other Effects, and alſo Placing or Diſplacing of all Officers, 


„Art. 11 and 17; and 


where a Majority of Eighteen ſhall be preſent and conſenting 
General Meeting, 18th Ofober 1 753. 


THE Directors may lend, at lawful Intereſt, any Sum of Money, not exceeding One 


Thouſand Pounds, upon one Security, firſt approved of by Council ; and may lead upon 
Parliamentary Securities what they ſhall think fit: But upon any Loans or Purchaſes, the 


Reſolution of the Directors ſhall be made and confirmed at two ſucceſſive Meetings, and a bo. 


Majority of them ſhall be preſent, and conſent thereto: Art. 12 and 13. 


THE Directors ſhall not lend above Three-fourths of the Value of any House as Enel 
by the Society; and in Caſe any Houſe mortgaged to the Office ſhall happen to be burnt, they 


* detain the Money Inſured thereon until the Mortgage · Money be paid: Art. 14 and 15. 


THAT ſuch Directors, whoſe Dwellings ſhall be neareſt to any Damage ſuſtained by 


Fire, ſhall forthwith View and Value the ſame, without any Expence to the Society on their 
Account : But when it ſhall be neceſſary to take Workmen to Value the Damage, the Direc- 


tors may give Allowance n to the Service: Ari. 16. 


THE Direftors for the Time being, or three of them, ſhall execute all Policies, in the 
Name, and under the Seal of the Society ; and all Securities, or other Writings relating to 


the ſaid Society, ſhall be made and taken in the ſame Mannen: Art. 18. 


ALL the lawful Order and Acts of Pa Diretors and T ruſtees ſhall bind every Member 


of the Office: Art. 19. 
THE. Dire&ors ſhall be indemnnified | in the | Eee, of thele Truſt, by the Contribation- 


ſhip, and not be chargeable with the Defaults one of another; and ſuch e ſhall be 
firſt made good out of the Effe sto of the Office Art. 20. | 
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THE Directors and; T! reaſurers ſhall account for, and deliver up, all Monies and Secu- 


rities belonging to the Society, 1 tg the Ps. Diel _ the Determination of their 
Truſt: Art. 2 1. | | 


NO ba dien Council, Ae or 3 ſhall be fixed * he Affairs of 4 Office, 


but the Diregtrs ſhall from time to time chuſe them as they think fit: Art. 24. 


A Majority of the Eighteen Direktors have the Choice and Diſplacing of the Clerks, 


Surveyor, and Meſſenger, employed in the Buſineſs of the Society, and may Pay them ſuch | 


Salaries as ſhall be approved of by a General Meeting : Art. 25, 26, and 27. 


THEY have 415 the Choice and Diſplacing of the Watermen, of whom 3 are 5 


four entertained in the Service of the Society, who are employed in extinguiſhing of Fires, 
and are cloathed, and have Badges bearing the Mark of the Office ; Art. 28. and Meeting 


of Direfzors 1 «th April, 1725 General Meeting 16th April, 1752. 
FOUR Auditors ſhall be choſen Yearly, by Balloting, out of the e of che So- 


ciety, at the General Meeting held in April, who are Monthly to inſpect and ſtate the current 
Receipts and Pay ments entered in the Society's Books, and lay the ſame before the Direc- 


tors; and alſo twice in the Year (over and above the Monthly Audits) ſhall draw up a Ge- 
neral Account of the Caſh in Stock, and of Inſurances, and of Receipts and Payments, to 


be laid before the General Meetings; for which Service they ſhall be allowed Twenty Shil- 


lings per Month, to be divided amongſt ſuch as attend: Which Allowance neither the 


Directors nor General . have Power to augment or leſſen: Art. 22. 


NO Auditor ſhall be capable of ſerving more than two Years ſucceſſively; and ſuch 


ſhall not be re-choſen till the End of Seven Years after their having ſo ſerved. No Member 
ſerving the Society in their Profeſſion or Trade, or y_ are indebted thereto, ſhall be ca- 
pable of being choſen an Auditor: Art. 23. | 


NO Perſon ſhall be choſen an Auditor, but who has been an 1 for One Thouſand 
Pounds two Years at the lealt : General Meeting 16th April 1761. 


AN Auditor not attending three Months, a new one may be 1 by the Dane, if 


they think fit: Art. 23. General Meeting 18th October 175 3. 


THE Limits of 7 extend Twenty-five computed Miles any Way diſtant from 
the Office: Art. 29. Geueral Meetings 13th April 1721, 20th October 1748. 1 
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Tiety, betwixt the Diſtance of Ten and Twenty-five 


cident Charges and Loſſes by Fire, which ſhall be firſt deducted out of the fame. Which 


feited to the Society; except only when ſuch Policies are renewed in this Office, and then 
the 


this, ſuch Inſurance ſhall be void: Art. 31. 


38th Ofober 1753, and 19th April 1759. 


ſuch Loſſes: Art. 39. N 
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PERSONS lang Bl depoſit, as a Pledge for Performance of their Covenants; 
Twelve Shillings per for Brick, and double for Timber Houſes, within Five Miles of 
the Office; and ſhall make the ſame Depoſit, and defray the Charge of the Surveyor and Me/- 
ſenger's Journey to ſurvey the Premiſes, and ſet up the Mark; and alſo the Director's Journey 
to eſtimate a Damage, when any Loſs happens beyond Five Miles, and not exceeding Ten. 
And all Inſurers are to pay Ten Shillings per Cent. Depoſit, and Four Shillings per Cen. 
Premium, on Brick, and double for Timber * which ſhall be inſured in this So- 


iles from the Office. Art. 35. Gene- 
ral Meetings 13th April 1721, and 20th October 1748. | 


THE Depoſit Money to be returned to every Infurer at the Expiration of his Policy, 
bes 1-7 with the yearly Dividends of Profits, except what ſhall be neceſſary to defray in- 


Depoſit-Money on Policies expired, and not. demanded in ſeven Years after, ſhall be for- 


Depoſit-Money to be allowed: Art. 25, 38, General Meetings 1 3th April 1721, 20th 
October 1748, 18th OFober 1753, 26th Oftober 1758, and 16th April 1761. 


| a 
PERSONS inſuring to pay for each Policy Four-pence for all Houſes within, and 


Twelve- pence for all without, the Bills of Mortality, beſides Stamp Duty: Art. 36. 


EVERY Perſon to pay their Money when they direct the Policies to be made out ; 
polit, and 


and the Clerks are not to make out any Policies, without the Premium, De 
Stamps being firlt paid: Art. 37. Board of Diremors 18th November, 1756. 


EACH Policy to contain but one Houſe, unleſs where two, three, or more ſmall Houſes 
ſtand contiguous together, which do not exceed the Sum of Eight Hundred Pounds in Va- 
lue ; and they may be inſured in one Policy, each Houſe being diſtinctly valued. 
General Meeting 13th April 1721, 21ſt April 1757, and 17th April 1760; 


IF any Houſe ſhould be inſured in any other Office, at the ſame Time it is Inſured in 


EVERY Inſurance to be made for Seven Years ; ſuch Inſurance, however, to continue 
in Force until Six of the Clock in the Evening of that Day Seven Years on which the ſame 
is dated; and if, in the mean Time, any Inſurer's Property in the Premiſes inſured ſhould 
ceaſe, ſuch Inſurer, or legal Repreſentative, may receive the return of Depoſit due upon 


the reſpective Policy or Policies, the ſame being delivered up to the Office to be cancelled. 
General Meeting the 18th Ofober 1753. > | 


NO one Houſe ſhall be inſured at more than Two Thouſand Pounds „But the Direc- 
tors are empowered to inſure ſuch Sums of Money on any Houſe as they ſhall think proper, 


by ſeparate Policies, and not exceeding Two Thouſand Pounds in one Policy, nor exceciing 


the full Value, having a Brick or Stone Wall to ſeparate the ſeveral Parts on which the 


Policies are made, provided three or more Directors tor the Time being, do firſt View the 


ſame. Art. 32, General Meetings, 24th April 1718, gth April 1724, 17th October 1728, and 
16th April 1761, | | NE 9 gs 


NEW Houſes may be inſured when tiled in. Art. 33. 


THIS Office inſures to the full Value on all Houſes : General Meetings 12th April 1722, 


HOUSES having Party-Walls of Brick or Stone ſhall be eſteemed Brick Houſes, 
otherwiſe Timber; and the Directors, upon the Surveyor's Report, ſhall determine con- 
cerning Brick or Timber Houſes : Art. 34. | | 


EVERY Member, upon any Loſs ſhall certify the ſame to the Direfors within Thirty 
Days next after ſuch Loſs happen, that ſkilful Perſons may view and report the ſame, and 


a Rate of Contributions be made thereon , otherwiſe the Society is not obliged to make good 


' THE, Direftors are empowered either to pay the Money inſured on Houſes deſtroyed or 


| damaged by Fire within Sixty Days after Notice given to them at their Office, or to Re- 


build or Re-inſtate the ſame with all convenient Speed, Gilding, Hiſtory-Painting, and 


Carving excepted ; and no more than 3o! to be allowed for any Chimney-Piece. Art. 40. 


General Meeting, 12th April 1722, and 18th Ofober 1753, of 


| ANY Member within Eight Days after any Rate ſhall be declared; may examine the 
Books; and in Caſe of Exception, upon juſt Cauſe or Error, the ſame ſhall be rectified by 


the Dire@ors z and if they diſagree, by a General Meeting: Art. 41. 


EVERY Year's Account to commence the 1ſt of Odober, and determine the zoth of 
September following: and the neat Profits ariſing by Intereſt, &c. ſhall be divided Yearly, 


in Proportion to every Member's Inſurance; for which their Accompt ſhall have Credit in the 


Society's Stock, to be paid at the Expiration of their Policies : and Double Dividends to be 


allowed for Timber-Buildings : Av. 43. General Meeting, 18th Oftobtr 1753. THAT 


Art. 30. 


Charge of Iaſuring: 


Depoſit-Money to be re- 
turned. 


If demanded in 7 Years. 


Price of Policies, 


Inſurers to pay before Pd. 
licies made our, | 


Two or more ſmall Houſes 
together, not exceeding 
Zool. in Value in one Po. 

licy. | 


Inſurance in this Office void; 


if at the ſame Time Inſured 
in any other Office, 


| Inſurances for Seven Years ; 
but it Property ceaſes, the 
Inſurer or his Repreſenta- 
tive may receive the Depoſit 


re J. 


When New Houſes may 
be inſured. | 


All Inſurances to the full 


Value, | 


Party Walls diſtinguiſh 
Brick from Timber-Houſes. 


Loſſes to be certified to the 


Directors within Thirty 

Days after they happen, 

otherwiſe not to be made 
good. | 


In caſe of Loſs, the Money 
to be paid in Sixty Days, of 
the Houſe to be re-built 
with all convenient Speed. 


Errrors to be rectifed, ia 


Contributions to Loſs. 


Year 8 Account. : 


What Stims ſhall be inſu- 
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. 1 2 Dividend of the Profits of that Year. Art. 44. 
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n tributions to Loſſes... THAT Contributions to Loſſes ſhall be alſo. ſtated Yearly, and 2 Perſon I 
1 in the ſame Year ſhall contribute, in Proportion to his Inſurance, to the Loſſes, and receive 
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ALL Members ſhall contribute to the making good Loſſes, in Proportion to their Inſu- 
rance, but none to be charged above Ten Shillings per Cent. for Brick, and double for Tim- 
5 ber Houſes: Which if any Loſs ſhall ever require, any Member, firſt paying his ſaid Share, 

8 and remitting his Depoſit- Money, may ſurrender his Pofcy, and be diſcharged: Art. 45 
and 46. | | WOE Tv + 191 14 £8 Þ 


i How much, 


\ 


1 Te A public Table to be kept at the Office of all Fees and Salaries, and another of the yearly 
SH, BR Dividends of Profits and Loſſes; which every Member may peruſe, and take Notes of 
de kept at the Ofien, gratis: At. 47 and 48. ; r 4 


a0 le THIS Settlement to Bind all Perſons Inſuring in this Society (as well as thoſe who 
| Subſkbed the ſame) and their Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, reſpectively. 
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